Topics for Ten Waysides Interpreting the
History of Star City and its Riverfront along the Monongahela River

For WV Humanities Council Grant Application
By the Upper Monongahela River Association
September 1, 2019

The permanently-mounted signs would interpret the following topics:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

the history of the land upon which Star City currently stands prior to the city’s founding
in the early twentieth century;

Star City’s foundation as a community for local industrial workers, particularly the
employees of the Star Glass Company after which the town is named:;

the political history of Star City in the early twentieth century, most notably the period
during which the community was governed by the Socialist Party, one of only a handful
of such areas nationwide;

the history of the immigrant population in Star City, which arrived to area from across
Europe to work in local factories and coal mines;

the history of the ferry crossing at Star City, which transported Star City residents to
work at local coal mines across the Monongahela River, and Scott’s Run residents to Star
City to work in the glass factories, and to get to the B&O Train Station for travel;

the history of the B&O Railroad, which predates Star City, and which transported
supplies to, and shipped products out from, the Star City glass factories;

the history of the nearby Edith B. Barill Bridge (known colloquially and locally as the
Star City Bridge) and its predecessors, as well as Monongahela Blvd.;

the ecological and transportation history of the area before and after construction of the
Morgantown and Point Marion Locks-and-Dams that encompass Star City as part of the
Monongahela Lock-and-Dam system;

the history of water quality improvement of the Monongahela River itself, especially the
historical impacts of acid mine drainage, and the marked improvement in water quality,
benthic life and fish populations since this drainage has been controlled.

10) the history of recreational uses of the Star City area, including Edith Barill Park in

general, the Mon River Rail-Trail, Tugboat Depot Playground, and the Monongahela
River, especially fishing and boating, motorized and non-motorized.



Major improvements to Star City Riverfront Park made in July and October, 2019

Work done by 31 volunteers from MNR and MAP, working with Town of Star City, a
landscape architect, and landscaping company boss and crew

Riverfront kiosk — Before After

Volunteers and landscaping crew
re-vegetate the Star City Riverbank
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Ongoing work at Star City
Riverfront Park:

¢ Clearing and terracing back
area of park
(€, before and after, work
in progress)

¢ Replacing cracked cement
boat ramp next to new dock
and kayak launch (=, done)

¢ Relocating Leeway St.
access road (-, just paving
and signing left to do)

History Mosaic by local
artist Debbie Palmer at
Star City Riverfront Park,
with descriptive text
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